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Meet the future. It's friendly.” 
It's friendly because we'll helo you find 
the phone that’s just right for you with our 


smart fit ohone finder 


and we'll teach you how to use it with our 
online learning centre. It’s friendly because our new 
clear and simple pricing 
means the price you see Is the price you'll pay, 
and because you'll be on Canada’s 


largest BG+ network: 
Come and visit us In-store or online. 
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HOLMES IMPROVEMENT >> Sherlock Holmes stars Robert Downey Jr. as the Victorian supersleuth, 
Jude Law as his handsome sidekick Watson and Rachel McAdams as his romantic foil. Add macho 
director Guy Ritchie behind the camera and you've got a rabble-rousing, buddy-buddy-buddy pic 
that Downey says stays true to the source material, while still kicking ass " By Kevin Williamson 
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Emily Blunt talks about playing 
the smitten Queen Victoria in 
director Jean-Marc Vallée’s 
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YE OLDE 
FORENSICS UNIT 


Are you looking forward to this new Robert Downey Jr. 
movie, C.S.I: Victorian England? 


Downey plays a hardened investigator piecing together cases by examining minute scraps of 
forensic evidence. Jude Law plays his partner Watson, and together they use the latest 19th-century 
scientific advances to examine miniscule clues other detectives overlook. In this episode they’re 
trying to track down a Satanist named Lord Blackwood, and they’ll need assistance from some 
questionable acquaintances, like a “woman of the night” played by Rachel McAdams. 

Inever really got into the other versions of C.S.I.; maybe that’s because the locales never appealed 
— Miami, Las Vegas, New York. Bah. 

But Victorian England is so hot right now. Last month we had Jim Carrey’s A Christmas Carol, a 
motion-capture, 3D take on the Dickens tale that, in many ways, defines the era. Next month 
Victorian England is the backdrop for Creation, which stars Paul Bettany as Charles Darwin, the man 
behind the most influential scientific discovery of that age. And this month the era’s namesake, the 
vivacious Queen Victoria, gets her own bio-pic, The Young Victoria. 

So it was only a matter of time until some filmmaker thought to combine the trendy Victorian Era 
with the profession we just can’t get enough of — forensic-based detective work. In all honesty, I’m 
surprised no one thought of it sooner. 

In “Restoring Holmes,” page 46, Downey and McAdams discuss the making of that Victorian 
detective movie, which also goes by the title Sherlock Holmes. 

I wasn’t joking about that Queen Victoria bio-pic. The Young Victoria really does depict the 
typically dour royal as a fun-loving babe. For proof, just looking at the casting — comely 26-year-old 
Emily Blunt plays the title role. In “She Rules,” page 40, Blunt insists this film is no fiction. 

While The Imaginarium of Doctor Parnassus takes place in modern-day England, the film certainly 
looks like it’s set a few centuries back. That’s director Terry Gilliam’s influence. No matter when 
his movies take place, they always look like they belong to another era, another world even. In 
“The Show Must Go On,” page 42, Christopher Plummer, who plays the film’s titular doctor, 
discusses Gilliam’s world and carrying on after the death of his co-star Heath Ledger. 

While we’re on the topic of obsessive directors... James Cameron’s long-in-the-works sci-fi Avatar 
finally hits screens this month. But both he and star Sam Worthington wonder whether anything 
they release could possibly live up to the hype. Read “Feeling Blue?,” page 36. 

As the end of the year approaches we wish you a happy whatever it is that you choose to celebrate. 
And if you have yet to finish your holiday shopping, check out our Gift Guide on page 24. 

Of course, we’ll be spending the better part of our break at the theatre. See you there. 

AANAAIAAOAADUADUCO TATOO 
Marni Weisz, editor 
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1 Yeah, we get it. He’s just a 
regular Joe. Actor 
Ryan Gosling (right) helps 
unload equipment for his band, 
Dead Man’s Bones, before a gig 
at Montreal’s Le National. 


[5] PHOTO BY SULTANA/SPLASH NEWS, 


2 Actors Ellen Page and 
Leonardo DiCaprio compete 
to see who can seem more 
aloof on the L.A. set of director 
Christopher Nolan's next sci-fi, 
Inception. 


[5] PHOTO BY KEYSTONE PRESS 


3 How cute is Carey 
Mulligan? No wonder 

Shia LaBeouf couldn't resist 
the British pixie. The pair, now 
dating, walk together to the 
New York City set of their 
movie Wall Street 2: 
Money Never Sleeps. 


[5] PHOTO BY SPLASH NEWS 


4 It’s bring your kids to work 
day! Will Ferrell (right) 
gets a visit from sons Magnus 
and Mattias on the Manhattan 
set of The Other Guys. Co-star 
Mark Wahlberg (left) must have 
left his three kids at home. 


[5] PHOTO BY JOSE PEREZ/SPLASH NEWS 


5 Javier Bardem and 

Julia Roberts frolic in 
the ocean as they shoot 
Eat, Pray, Love in Bali. In the 
adaptation of the bestseller, 
Roberts plays an American 
divorcee trying to find herself 
during a trip to Italy, India and 
Indonesia. Finding a shirtless 
Bardem has to be just as good. 


[5] PHOTO BY ANDY JOHNSTONE/SPLASH NEWS 
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High Life hits theatres January 15th 


*ROSSIF 
SUTHERLAND 


AND THE FAMILY BIZ 


iefer Sutherland says it’s his half-brother, Rossif, 


who is probably the most talented performer in : 
the family —a better actor than himself, his other ξ 
: —and blessed with brooding good looks, Sutherland was born in 
: Vancouver, then moved between Hollywood and New York until age 

“I didn’t want to be an actor at first, wantedto : 
be anovelist, a poet,” says 31-year-old Rossif on his ξ 
: there was that she wanted us to live away from the many things 


acting brother, Angus, and even their father, the 
esteemed Donald. 


cellphone while walking his dog on Toronto’s Queen Street West. 


“My parents, from a very young age, gave me permission to bean : 
artist; that was the greatest gift they could give me. It took mea : 
: the feeling of having a normal childhood. 
Rossif first made waves two years back starring inthe Canadian : 
: and I just felt it was something I wanted to do in my life.” Κα 
addicted Billy, one of four losers who royally botch up aheistinthe : 
twist-filled drama High Life. “He wants to live every day as fully as ἑ 


while to figure out acting was going to be part of my journey.” 


drama Poor Boy’s Game, and next month he plays the morphine- 
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: he can,” Sutherland says of his character, “which is also why he 


probably takes drugs. But he was a real joy to play.” 
Standing six-foot-five-inches — he’s an inch taller than his dad 


eight when his mom, actor Francine Racette, took the family to France. 
“I grew up in Paris and one of the reasons my mother took us 


that had to do with my father’s fame,” says Sutherland. “She did it 
to protect us and sort of give us an environment where we’d have 


“But I saw how passionate my parents were about their work, 


ΠΧ ΕὝὝἝὙῦἵἵγγῦιθθῖύγἝΨἉΙἜὔΨΨΨΨΓ0ΥΨΨΨΥΟΨῳ0ΨΦ0ΨΨΖΙ 
Ingrid Randoja 
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YOUR MONTHLY GUIDE TO NEW RELEASES 


Red Cliff 

John Woo directs the most 
expensive Asian-produced film 
ever made ($80-million), a four- 
hour epic that’s been trimmed to 
two-plus hours for markets 
outside of Asia. The pic is set in 
208 A.D. China, where Imperial 
Prime Minister Cao Cao (Zhang 
Fengyj ) tries to wipe out two 
warlords and take over the 
southern part of the country. The 
title refers to the massive Battle 
of the Red Cliffs, which ushered 
in the end of the Han Dynasty. 


Brothers 

When soldier Sam (Tobey 
Maguire) heads to Afghanistan, 
his ne’er-do-well brother Tommy 
(Jake Gyllenhaal) moves in with 
his wife, Grace (Natalie Portman), 
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Red Cliff's Zhang Fengui prepares for battle 


and their kids. When Sam is 
reported killed, Tommy and 
Grace develop a deep bond that’s 
tested when the not-so-dead 
Sam returns home suffering 
from post-traumatic stress. 


Upin the Air 

Writer/director Jason Reitman’s 
follow-up to Junois a witty and 
decidedly relevant dramedy 


starring George Clooney as 
Ryan Bingham, a man who fires 
people for companies who 
don't have to decency to do it 
themselves. Ryan is addicted to 
travelling across America alone, 
but his solitary existence is 
shattered when he meets the 
seductive Alex (Vera Farmiga). 


The Private Lives 

of Pippa Lee 

Director Rebecca Miller 

adapts her own novel about 
one-time wild child Pippa Lee 
(Robin Wright Penn), who 
married an older man (Alan Arkin). 
Now, as her complacent husband 
settles into his senior years, 
Pippa reflects on her life and 
meets a man from her past 
(Keanu Reeves). 


BY INGRID RANDOJA 


Armored 

A group of armoured truck 
drivers — Matt Dillon, 
Laurence Fishburne, 

Jean Reno, Skeet Ulrich and 
Amaury Nolasco — convince 
a newbie driver (Columbus 
Short] to join them in stealing 
a $42-million shipment. 

How many steamboats can 
you count before the plan 
goes awry? 


Everybodys Fine 
Frank's (Robert De Niro) 
three kids (Kate Beckinsale, 
Sam Rockwell and Drew 
Barrymore] decide not to 
come home for the holidays, 
so he decides to pay each of 
them a visit to get to know 
them better. continued > 
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Invictus 

Morgan Freeman made sure 
his dream to play Nelson 
Mandela would come true 
when he bought the rights to 
John Carlin’s book Playing 
the Enemy: Nelson Mandela 
and the Game that Changed 
a Nation, which focuses on 
Mandela's decision to 
support South Africa’s nearly 
all-white rugby team during 
the 1995 World Cup in 
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ReNu® Fresh Lens Comfort™ 
gives your lenses a fresh 
start every morning. 

Now take the freshness of 
ReNu with you everywhere 
with our NEW Carry-On 
size...perfect for flying, 
overnight stays or wherever 
the day takes you. 
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The Lovely Bones 

Peter Jackson's first film since 
2005's King Kongis this 
adaptation of Alice Sebold’s 
heartbreaking novel about the 


rape and murder of 14-year-old 
Susie Salmon (Saoirse Ronan). 
Upon her death, Susie finds 
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Ex Games: Divorced couple Meryl Streep and Alec Baldwin reconnect in It’s Complicated 


herself in her own version of 
heaven, where she watches 

her dad (Mark Wahlberg}, 

mom (Rachel Weisz} and 
grandmother (Susan Sarandon) 
deal with their grief, and follows 
the long and difficult police 
search for her killer. 
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It’s Complicated 
Restaurateur Jane (Meryl Streep) 
begins an affair with her 
ex-husband Jake (Alec Baldwin], 
who left her for a bodacious babe 
(Lake Bell). But Jane’s also got 
her eye on architect Adam 
(Steve Martin}. Who will she 
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Alvin andthe 
Chipmunks: 

The Squeakquel 

The singing chippies — 
Alvin (Justin Long), 
Simon (Matthew Gray 
Gubler) and Theodore 
(Jesse McCartney] — are 
back in this sequel that 
finds the trio attending a 
human high school where 
they come snout-to-snout 
with the Chipettes, a trio 
of female singing 
chipmunks. 
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choose, and who says she 
has to choose either of them? 


Nine 

It’s all about the ladies in 
director Rob Marshall’s take 
on the Tony Award-winning 
musical. Sure, continued > 
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e My Sister’s Keeper 
e The Ugly Truth 
e The Sound of Music 


Stocking & 
Stuffers 


While Quantities Last. GOODFELLAS 


Conveniently open 24/7, the Cineplex Store can help you keep that Holiday spirit. 
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TRANSFORMERS 2 


e Inglorious Bastards 
e Star Trek (2009) 
e G.I. Joe : Rise of Cobra 


e Father of the 
Bride (original) 


e National Lampoon’s 
Vacation 


e The Goonies 


e Alvin and the 
Chipmunks (ws) 

© Happy Feet 

ὁ The Goonies 


For Everyone! 
Gift Cards in 
denominations of : 


$10, $25, $40 and 
$50 with multiple 
designs to choose from. 


Select from a large variety of DVDs and Blu-Rays. 


Don’t see what you want on the list? There’s a lot more to choose from online 
at the Cineplex Store. Just go to Cineplex.com and click on DVD Store! 


“ MOVIE 
a LOVERS 


CINEPLEX 


™/® Cineplex Entertainment LP or used under license. ™ Trademark of SCENE IP LP user under license. 


MARLON BRANDO 
COLLECTION 


e Mel Brooks Collection 
© Harry Potter Giftset 


© Star Trek Original Motion 
Picture Collection 


— δ΄ 


Nine’s Daniel Day-Lewis and Marion Cotillard 


Daniel Day-Lewis plays the 
tormented Italian film director 
suffering a mid-life crisis, 

but it’s the bella donne who 
surround him who make 

our heads spin: Sophia Loren, 
Marion Cotillard, Judi Dench, 
Penélope Cruz, Nicole Kidman 
and Kate Hudson. 


Penélope Cruz teams up with 
director Pedro Almodovar for 
the fourth time for this 
drama about a blind 
screenwriter (Lluis Homar] 


who looks back on his life 14 
years earlier when he was a 
director working on his dream 
project with his lover (Cruz). 


The death of star Heath Ledger 
during filming couldn’t stop 
director Terry Gilliam from 
completing this fantasy film 
about Dr. Parnassus 
(Christopher Plummer), who 
has the ability to transport 
people into different worlds. 
Tony, initially played by Ledger, 


ofa 


transforms on his journeys, 
which is how Jude Law, 
Johnny Depp and Colin Farrell 
were able to take over his role. 
See Christopher Plummer 
interview, page 42. 


do 


SHOWTIMES 
ONLINE 


SPECIAL 
EVENTS 


on the Big 
screen 


METROPOLITAN 
OPERA 
TURANDOT (PUCCINI) 
Encore: Sat., Dec. 5 


LES CONTES D’HOFFMANN 
(OFFENBACH) 
Live: Sat., Dec. 19 


THE ROYAL BALLET AT 
COVENT GARDEN 
Sat., Dec. 12 
Wed., Dec. 23 


WWE-PAY-PER-VIEW 
TABLES, LADDERS 
& CHAIRS 
Sun., Dec. 13 


GOTO CINEPLEX.COM FOR 
PARTICIPATING THEATRES, 
TIMES AND TO BUY TICKETS 


It's been more than 20 years 
since the last Sherlock Holmes 
movie (1988's Without a Clue) 
hit screens, and director 

Guy Ritchie, along with stars 
Robert Downey Jr. [Holmes] 
and Jude Law (Watson), set out 
to make a rip-roaring action 

pic bubbling with bromantic 
overtones. Holmes, Watson and 
Irene Adler (Rachel McAdams] 
— the only woman Holmes ever 
fancied — investigate the 
diabolical deeds of occultist 
Lord Blackwood (Mark Strong). 
See interview with 

Robert Downey Jr. and 

Rachel McAdams, page 46. 


@CINEPLEX.COM 


: All release dates are subject to change. 
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GIFT GUIDE» 


Holiday A 


30 sure-to-please gift ideas «Ὁ sy mann: wersz 


: An irresistible fragrance like 

Lancéme’s Hypnése Senses 
Ka? ($52 for 30 ml, Shoppers Drug 
Mart) is a great way to say 
thanks. The patchouli and 
osmanthus flower scent will 
remind that friend of you every 
} Ὁ ἘΣ time she puts it on. 


----- Parties are a lot of hard 
work. Give your host a way to 
unwind post-party with Philosophy’s 
“The Winter Escape’ Gift Set ($33, 
Sephora). It includes peppermint hot 
cocoa shampoo, shower gel and 
bubble bath, and marshmallow 

body soufflé and lip shine. 


This Goat 

Cheese 

Baker ($26, 

Indigo) is full of 

Oo... country charm. 
“ Naw it’s your job to 

fill it with goat 
cheese. 


he, 
th ; 
[ 
Tae sy, ΕΝ side 
θεν... EGS 


al 
Fresh from 


Sweden (or your 
nearest IKEA}, 
a decorative tin 


: Forgot to get a host gift? 
Pop into any Tim Hortons 
and pick up this Limited 


a Edition 2009 China Mug ($8). of Ginger Snaps 
a It even comes with a 2 02. ($5) is always 
pouch of coffee. 1 a C) ed > 
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EWERTOME 


PlayStation.ca 
www.LittleBigPlanet.com 


22ers ὦ 235 


Fal 


eS τ. τεῷ ee ee τῶν κα 


ΣΝ have 


ἔμ 1 Se δὴ ey lag καὶ 


iT Β Εἢ μάνα, μ 


ay ba feta] ee 


ὝΝ 


ii » Ἐς 
STOCKING STUFFERS 4 
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: Start a newtradition 

with an adorable Ornament 
from Gluckstein Home 

($3 to $8, The Bay). 


O τι Gir "ἢ ͵͵.ΙΟ.. -Ἐ.- Avril Lavigne’s signature 
fragrance Black Star ($39 for 
30 ml, drug stores) is energetic, 
lively, and best of all finishes with 
a note of dark chocolate. 


Purchase a : 
$30 Cineplex Gift Card : 

and you'll also receive a Holiday 
Gift Pack (while supplies last) 
with discounts for Indigo, Zellers 
and Cineplex concessions. 


These cards were designed by Warm and fuzzy 


‘ : Sleep Print 
kids from the Starlight ᾿ P 
; ; : Slippers ($8, 
Children’s Foundation, 
é Joe Fresh) 
and a portion of sales : 
: comeina 
will be donated : ' 
variety of festive 
to the 
: ~ colours. 
charity. ἢ 


* Multifaceted Disco 
Bangles ($7 for two, 
H&M) add retro shine to 
the simplest of outfits. 


Clinique offers Happy-To-Go 
posses Ah,theirony. ($37, The Bay), a set of three 
This fire hydrant- fragrance pencils based on its 
inspired Portable | Happy perfume. One features 
Doggie BagCarrier($8, | the classic Happy scent, and 
Winners] isascute — the other two break Happu’s 

asitis functional. | two mainnotes into 
individual wees 
fragrances— 
floral and citrus. 


% 


+ % 
|| continued > 
| 


᾿ 
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Jane Austen 


AIRS VIDEO 


© 2009 BBC Video Ltd. All Rights Reserved. 


the office 


1 
Ἶ 


Bloody Brilliant Gifts 


Selection is subject to availability and will vary from store to store. HMV reserves the right to limit quantities. 


ΠῚ T VWatelni | --- 


TECH 


Make an offer no one can refuse 


>>> ~~ Nowires, no clutter. C) 


The Toyota BLU Logic =. - = es 
Hands-Free Phone — ; Γ 
System ($257, Toyota ir WH * Φ | 
dealerships) is - = ee 


hardwired into your : — *«K 
Car, 50 with the touch _ ἢ 4a 


— a 
of a button you can : 
talk safely and easily. ; al 
t )- The Winter Olympics start in less than two months. εἀλ - 
Get ready for all the high-def action now with a super- Ἵ Ρ -- = mi - 
slim Sony Bravia XBR10 Series LCD HDTV ($4,000 for : \ | ᾿- 
46”, $5,000 for 52”, electronics stores}, featuring Ἀ ! 


Motionflow 240Hz technology for sharp images with 
natural movement. And it’s wireless, so those ugly 
source components can be hidden out of sight. 


The Proposal 


Available now on 
Blu-ray™ & DVD 


: Ever try to take a self- 
portrait only to realize you 
had three chins, a crooked 

smile and drunk-eyes 
when the shutter 
snapped? The Samsung 

ST550 12.2 Megapixel 

The latest, J ““.-. Ὁ» Camera ($400, electronics 
greatest \ en ws stores) has finally solved 
BlackBerry «Ὅν that problem by placing a 


ΒΞ J 
Say YES! and love these great titles today 


Pw ὕἁπα 


smartphone is the - > 7 ay second LCD view screen on ἔξ Days δὲ el ox π΄ oe Monn ar ee * 
BlackB Bold = - Δ. ἀλλ ον vailable Cooper Gimme, Gimme, L ἵν 
ackbBerry bo ates TiS the front of the camera, so a 3 βὰν Gimme More Edition  AVailable now on 
9700 ($300, witha a 3" τα vailable December 22 on Available now on Blu-ray™ & DVD 
Ns ( a 5 1» 4ἴ you can make sure you December 22 on Blu-ray™ & DVD Blu-ray™ & DVD Available now on 
minimum monthly *, 8, me he look fabulous. Blu-ray™ & DVD Blu-ray™ & DVD 


plan of $45, Rogers). , = » 

Itcomes witha 3.2 \ ees § PlayStation3’s ΚΝ. 

mexapixel camera, —— itl brand new bigger, ἷ 

built-in GPS, 256 ΜΒ of better hard drive (250GB 

Flash memory and a media player to enjoy vs. 120GB] means more space to store more music, 

videos, pictures and music. Just remember to more photos, more videos and, of course, more games 

come up for air every once in a while. ($350, electronics stores). continued > 


-ἰ eo 
| QaerDfenep stuvios 
HOME ENTERTAINMENT 9 ἢ 


PROPOSAL: © Disney. (500) DAYS OF SUMMER, ALL ABOUT STEVE, | LOVE YOU BETH COOPER, MY LIFE IN RUINS: © 2009 Twentieth Century Fox Home Entertainment, Inc. All Rights Reserved. “Twentieth 
Century Fox,” “Fox” and their associated logos are property of Twentieth Century Fox Film Corporation. MAMMA MIA: © 2009 Universal Studios. All Rights Reserved. - 
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“Almost 40 years 
after they broke 
up, The Beatles keep 
getting better. The band’s 
entire original catalogue has 
been remastered by engineers 
at Abbey Road Studios, 
creating clearer sound while 
maintaining the integrity of the 
original versions. The resulting 
setis titled simply 
($293, record stores). 


-- Who knew there was 
enough “previously unreleased” 

material from Frank Sinatra to 
filla five-disc boxed set? 


($93, record stores) 

is comprised of live 
performances Sinatra 
gave in the Big Apple 
between 1955 and 1990. 
If you’ve got a favourite 
Sinatra tune, it’s probably here. 


Ὁ --- Bob Dylanis surprisingly 
comprehensible on his new 
os i CD of Christmas songs, 


($16, record stores). 
Zimmy seems at ease 
belting out raspy versions 
of “Here Comes Santa 
Claus,” “Winter 
Wonderland” and our 
fave, a rough-hewn 
attempt at “Hark the 
Herald Angels Sing” that 
puts one in the mind of 
Tom Waits smashed on eggnog. 


! » MONS 


Where better to spend Christmas ---- πη @ ANG HELO: 
than the Vatican? : = 
the second blockbuster from the other | -@ ae 
Holy Trinity — Ron Howard, Tom Hanks ae 

and author Dan Brown — centres on 
the murders of papal hopefuls, and it’s 
up to symbologist Robert Langdon 
(Hanks) to figure it out. A two-disc 
extended edition ($40, video stores} 
includes the bonus features “Hans 
Zimmer Music Studio,” “Rome Was Not 
Built in a Day” and “CERN: Pushing the 
Frontiers of Knowledge.” 


2% 


For us, “outtakes” are usually scenes ---- 
that weren't good enoughtogetintoa ἢ 
film’s theatrical release. But if there 
ever were a film for which we wanted to 
see the outtakes, it’s 2009's surprise 
hit ($40, video stores). 
And there are plenty on this two-disc 
special edition DVD, including more 
photos from the missing camera. Quite 
honestly, it’s also the film we'd want to 
see in an unrated version. 


Stranded on Earth, a group Of veer 
extraterrestrials discover that humans 
aren't the best hosts. ($40, 


video stores} comes to DVD ina two- 
disc edition that features a three-part 
documentary called “The Alien Agenda: 
A Filmmaker’s Log,” commentary track, 
deleted scenes and bonus material 
about visual effects, design, acting 
and improvisation. 


ooo If there’s a gamer on your list, chances are 
they fall into one of two categories — speed demon 
or fantasy lover. For the former, we suggest 

, the 13th edition 

in the popular series, but the first to concentrate 
on simulation-style racing. And for 

the latter, we recommend 

,an RPG 

that’s packed with more kings, 
warriors and dwarfs than you 
can shake a sceptre at. 

(Each $70, games retailers) 


continued 
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Bat WILL BLO 


“Tr WiLL BLOW YOUR πὶ 15 


ON BLU-RAY AND 2 


R|__restricrep = [@ |, 
FOR BLOODY VIOLENCE AND PERVASIVE LANGUAGE ] 


SPECIAL FEATURES AND BD LIVE CONTENT ARE NOT RATED 
‘AND MAY NOT BE SUBTITLED OR CLOSED CAPTIONED. 


Gory Scenes, 
Extreme Violence 
zs 


sian 


ISTRICT 


YOUR MIND. IT’S A MUST-SEE MOVIE” ~ 


— Entertainment Weekly 


— Paul Fischer, DarkHorizons.com 


— Scott Chitwood, ComingSoon.net 


A MUST-SEE ΜΟΥ 


-DISC DVD 


" 


© 2009 District 9 Ltd. All Rights Reserved. 
© 2009 Layout and Design Sony Pictures Home Entertainment Inc. 
All Rights Reserved. Artwork and Special Features Subject to Change. 


Blu-ray™ Exclusive Content : | 


Joburg from Above — Interactive Map: 
Go deeper into the world of District 9. 
7 ἃ ΤΑ 


GOD AR, 


Playable =p ἈΠΕ Game Demo and 
Unlock an Exclusive Making-of the Game! 


And more! 
gl 


SONY 
PICTURES: 
HOME, 


NTERNATIONA 


www.SonyPictures.com, 


Ξ-) 


Blu-ray Disc 


-_ ENTER FOR A GHANCE TO WI N -_ 
A SONY BLU-RAY HOME THEATRE. 


GRAND PRIZE 


The Pinnacle of Blu-ray 
Home Entertainment 


Sony's BDVES500W home theatre system 
outshines all in its class 


ὁ Win one of two home theatres 


SECONDARY PRIZES 


Sony's BRAVIA Theatre System 
and Blu-ray Disc™ Player 
Sony's BDPS360 Blu-ray Disc™ Player and 


HTSS360 5.1 channel BRAVIA Theatre System 
with audio components designed to match 


The Evolution of Blu-ray Disc™ Players 
Watch Blu-ray™ Disc movies in Full HD 1080p 
with Sony's BDPS360 Blu-ray Disc™ player 


9 Win one of 5 players 
District 9 available on Blu-ray Disc 
and DVD December 22. 


Win one of 5 packages 


Lhe — ALB: 
— SS =e 


Contest is open to legal residents of Canada who reside in the provinces of BC, AB, SK, MB and ON, and who are at least 18 years of age as of November 25th, 2009. Contest is not open to employees and those domiciled 
with employees of the Sponsor or any of their respective parent, subsidiary or affiliated companies, licensees, advertising and promotional agencies. For full rules and regulations go to Cineplex.com/SonyBluRay. 


OTHER PRIZES 


Blu-ray copy of District 9 and a set of movie passes 


9 Win one of 38 packages 


Go TO X.COM/SONYBLURAY TO ENTER 


=| =m 
Loa eLATRE 


Se πὸ ᾿Ξ 2 LE ee μὲ ite [= 


=! | | on 


BRING IT HOME WITH SONY BLU-RAY 


SONY. “2. 


WWW.SONYSTYLE.GA/BLURAY 


FROM AWARD-WINNING rome SONY cucu AUTHENTIC THEATRE SOUND wn JAW-DROPPING HD VIDEO QUALITY. THE THEATRE EXPERIENCE “'n LAUGH, 
“WGA an BRING YOU TO NEW LEVELS EXCITEMENT. μι, SONY GLU-BAY aus TE THEATRE EXPERIENCE HOME! 0 BEFORE crs AUDIO wn VIDEO QUALITY 
BEEN AVAILABLE no MODEL. SUPERIOR SPEAKER wn AUDIO TECHNOLOGY. AWARD WINNING wn EXPERTISE. ONLY SONY BLU-RAY 


Bee = {Π|5 1] Roe S dts-up BD ive AVCHD Homi 


Sony is a registered trademark of Sony corp. Blu-ray is a registered trademark of the Blu-ray Association. 


1c 
FUN 


>>> It's Christmastime in 
LEGOland and you can visit 
via the LEGO Winter Toy 
Shop ($80, toy stores). The 
brand-new set comes with 
seven minifigures, a cat, 
snowman and toy train. 


Because Tigger and Fido get 
presents, too: Pet Stockings 
($17, HomeSense]. : 


νι 


A toy featuring dismembered 
alien body parts? Count us in! 
Based on the TV show about a 
boy who transforms into 
various aliens, Bandai’s 

Ben 10 Alien Force: Alien 
Creation Chamber ($35, 
Zellers) creates thousands 

of different aliens with the 

: twist of a knob. 


5 r = Ρ 


Nes 


ve 


).... Whether it's a kid γ΄. 
who'll actually play with them, a 
teen who'll give them a cherished Υ, 
spot next to her bed, or an adult who'll 
love them for the kitsch value, it’s hard to 
believe there isn’t Someone on your list who'd 
appreciate Mattel’s Barbie Twilight Dolls 
($30, toy stores). 
: It’s lightweight. It’s 
flexible. And it looks awesome. 
The Ripstick Air Pro ($100, 
Canadian Tire) has a new design that 
makes it ideal for air tricks. And the inline 
casters and pivoting deck make you feel like 


you’re snowboarding all year round. 
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OWN IT DECEMBER 8 


ON DVD AND BLU-RAY’ HI-DEF 


>> FUTURE SHOP 


2-DISC 
SPECIAL EDITION 


ALSO AVAILABLE: 
LEGENDARY 


GANGSTERS: 
5-MOVIE COLLECTION 


- Public Enemies 
- American Gangster 
- Scarface 
- Carlito’s Way 
- Casino 


Future 
erp 


»» ΑΘ 
STEELBOOK™"| Fxciusive iy Pe 


R AN C) & WO 
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welve yeas after Leonardo DiCaprio sank to the bot- 
tom of the Atlantic, is James Cameron still king of the world? 

Moviegoers are about to find out as the 55-year-old 
Canadian writer-director prepares to release Avatar, his 
first feature since the staggeringly successful Titanic be- 
came the highest-grossing movie in box-office history —a 
record that still stands — and swept the Academy Awards. 

“In a way, I was building muscle to do this film,” 

Cameron says of his self-imposed hiatus. 

And it’s true: while Avatar represents his return to 
the kind of blue-chip filmmaking he is noted for — Aliens, True Lies and 
the first two Terminators — he has hardly been idle, participating in 
deep-ocean expeditions, shooting such under-the-sea documentaries 
as Aliens of the Deep and Ghosts of the Abyss and developing the same 3D 
technology that he promises will make Avatar an immersive, one-of-a- 
kind experience. 

Whether the results can meet those stratospheric expectations is 
still to be determined. But Cameron is no stranger to larger-than-life 
pronouncements as when, while accepting the Best Director Oscar for 
Titanic, he crowed he was “king of the world.” 

Even then, he says during interviews at this summer’s Comic-Con 
International, he wanted to tackle Avatar, a futuristic space adventure 
about a soldier (Sam Worthington) sent to further the colonization of a 
newly discovered alien world coveted by a human race that has ravaged 
and polluted its own planet. In order to adapt to the hostile environ- 
ment, though, humans are psychically linked to “avatars” — creatures 
bio-engineered from the DNA of the indigenous, blue-skinned feline 
Navi. Worthington’s loyalties are eventually torn, however, when he 
realizes the Navi are a far more peaceful, wise species than we self- 
destructive Homo sapiens. 

Predictably, the plot has already led to the movie being labeled “Dances 
With Aliens” — a reference to Kevin Costner’s Dances With Wolves, 
about a Civil War soldier who bonds with the Sioux. Zoe Saldana, 
Sigourney Weaver and Stephen Lang also star in the $240-million 
production, which will open on both 2D and the preferred 3D screens. 

The origins of Avatar date back 14 years, to shortly after Cameron — 
along with Terminator and Jurassic Park animatronics guru Stan Winston, 
who died in 2008 — formed the visual effects outfit Digital Domain. 
“I wanted to push out and do cool stuff and use the new technology to 
create CG characters,” Cameron says. 

Problem was, his plans proved too ambitious to be satisfyingly ren- 
dered by that era’s still-nascent CGI. So Avatar was shelved and with 
Titanic, Cameron sailed into box-office history and then, seemingly, into 
the sunset. It was only years later, after seeing Gollum in Peter Jackson’s 
Lord of the Rings trilogy, that he became convinced Avatar was finally 
feasible. And since he had severed ties with Digital Domain in the late 
1990s, Cameron contracted Jackson’s New Zealand-based special effects 
house Weta to produce Avatar’s lavish visuals. 

Now, with the film finally in theatres this month, for Cameron, the 
pressure is understandably immense. Also feeling it? Worthington, the 
33-year-old Australian newcomer who Cameron hired continued > 
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CS because James Cameron’s 
ong-in-production special-effects _ 
extravaganza Avatar looks cartoonish, 
doesn’t mean it’s going to be a barrel 
of laughs. The director, and his star 
Sam Worthington, prépareyou 

for a dark ride «Ὁ sy kevin wittiamson 
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Jake (Sam Worthington) meets 
his avatar. Inset: Sigourney Weaver 
and the gang 


>>> out of obscurity. Based on the Avatar gig alone, Worthington has 


already been anointed one of Hollywood’s up-and-coming leading 
men. He starred in this summer’s Terminator: Salvation, has wrapped 
the remake of the fantasy Clash of the Titans and will star with 
Angelina Jolie in The Tourist. Like the film itself, Worthington could 
become a victim of his own hype if Avatar falls short. 

“Jim said, ‘The hype is going to kill it,” Worthington admits in 
an interview at a Beverly Hills hotel. “But Jim is not nervous. He 
doesn’t get nervous.” 

Still, Worthington prudently cautions fans should keep their 
expectations in check. 

“It’s not the be-all and end-all. Hopefully, what this does is open 
up a world of the possibilities of what motion-capture can do and 
the possibilities of what this 3D technology can achieve. Hopefully, 
it starts that kind of revolution, and I think it will.” 

Like Disney’s recent CG-remake of A Christmas Carol, Avatar was 
shot on soundstages with the actors decked out in sensors and 
performing against a backdrop of green screens. What moviegoers 
will see — the environment of the moon Pandora and the Navi 
themselves — are entirely digitally generated. 

“Jim is very clever in the sense that he tries to make it as real as 
possible,” Worthington says, discussing the logistics of filming in 
a vacuum. 

“Even though you’re in a big grey soundstage with nothing 
there, he will try to give you as much as possible to make the ter- 
rain and the place real. There would be plants to walk through and, 
if there was an explosion, they’d throw sh-t at you, and things like 
that. Acting is reacting. You can’t just react to nothing. You always 
need something tangible.... Everyone thinks that he’s technology 
driven, but he’s the best acting director I’ve ever worked with. He 
picks up on subtleties and details that you wouldn't believe.” 

As for Cameron’s reputation, deserved or not, as a demanding 


BODY DOUBLES 


Want to have an out-of-body experience? Apparently 


Hollywood does. The last few months of 2009 have 
seen the release of three dark, sci-fi flicks that 
explore the concept of avoiding physical danger by 
living through a proxy. We break ’em down. —mw 


SURROGATES 


Robots designed 
to look like their 
human masters 

2017 

Crime has 

forced humans to 
live indoors. They 
leave their homes 
only virtually via 
robot versions of 
themselves that 
they control with 
their minds. The ‘bots 
are designed to look 
like their operators, 
only better. 

Bruce Willis’ robot, 
for example, has a 
full head of hair. The 
other advantage? 
Complete safety. No 
matter what sort of 
damage is done to 
your surrogate in 
the real world, you 
remain healthy and 
unharmed. Until, 

of course, one day... 
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GAMER 


Criminals who 

act as physical 
stand-ins for 
serious gamers 
2034 

In aworld 

where mind-control 
technology is all the 
rage, death-row 
inmates, like 

Gerard Butler’s 
wrongfully 
convicted Kable, can 
earn their parole by 
agreeing to be 
pawns ina brutal, 
real-world game. The 
gamers control the 
inmates via nanites 
implanted in the 
inmates’ brains. And 
by the time it’s 
game over, our 
criminals’ bodies 
are usually 
destroyed. 


if 


at 


AVATAR 


Remote-controlled, 
genetic human/ 
alien hybrids 
Unspecified 

future 

Humans 

want to mine the 
far-off planet of 
Pandora fora 
mineral that will 
solve the energy 
crisis, never mind 
that the native 
Pandorans don't 
want them there. 
But Pandora’s 
atmosphere is toxic 
to Earthlings, so 
they splice their 
DNA with Pandoran 
DNA to create 
biological avatars — 
like our hero Jake 
(Sam Worthington) 
— that have the 
mind of ahuman 
and the slick, blue 
bod of a Pandoran. 


WE HAVE THE CAREERS 


The Canadian Forces offer you over 
100 full- and part-time job opportunities 
in stimulating environments. 


e Awide range of careers in professional fields 
and technical trades 

e Training and education programs throughout 
your career 

ὁ Acompetitive salary 

ὁ Opportunities to work close to home and abroad 


To find out more, visit our Website or your local 
Canadian Forces recruiting centre. 


FIGHT 
WITH THE CANADIAN FORCES 


“I’m still the same down, twisted f--ker I was when I wrote 
Terminator,” he says. “And there’s a lot of dark stuff in this film. 
When you get deep into it, it’s an emotional rollercoaster. You’ve got 
to earn the happiness in this movie. So far everyone’s talking about 
the world and the designs and the critters, which is cool, but there’s 
a story and it will wring you out. Sigourney just saw the movie and 
she was crying for 15 minutes at the end of the film.” & 

ΤΠ DUOC OUA 
Kevin Williamson is a Calgary-based movie columnist for Sun Media. 


taskmaster, Worthington doesn’t hesitate to come to his director’s 
defence. “Jim isn’t a dictator. He wants [the quality] high, but so do 
I. I’m not there to get pushed around. I’m there to work with the 
man. And that’s why I got the job. 1 don’t get pushed around. I’ve 
done 10 years [of acting] in Australia. I didn’t do that for nothing. 
We worked together. It’s a privilege to work with directors who 
like pushing the boundaries and taking risks.” 

Yet for all the talk of advances in technology, Cameron is quick 
to emphasize, not Avatar’s spectacle, but its story. 


FORCES.CA 1-800-856-8488 
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The Young Victoria’s 

Emily Blunt on playing a 
softer, gentler — and much 
younger — Queen Victoria 


e¢ BY MATHIEU CHANTELOIS 


mily Blunt is best known for playing servant to the iron- 
fisted queen of the fashion mags in The Devil Wears Prada. 
But it’s payback time. This month, she’s no longer wait- 
ing on hand and foot for a ruthless leader. She’s the 
queen. Literally. 

Quebec director Jean-Marc Vallée (C.R.A.Z.Y) makes 
Blunt his queen in The Young Victoria, a film pitched by 
Sarah Ferguson, the Duchess of York, to several produc- 
ers, including Martin Scorsese who jumped at the 
chance. The film focuses on the first 18 years of the 
monarch’s rule, painting a very different picture than 
that which we usually have of Victoria, wearing only black and living 
a life of mournful seclusion. Here she’s a young woman juggling 
political advice and falling in love with her long-distance suitor 
Prince Albert (Rupert Friend). She loves to laugh, to dance and dress up. 
Which is exactly what Blunt did during this past September’s 
Toronto International Film Festival, where The Young Victoria 

screened as the closing-night gala. 


@Q:Let’s talk about your director, Quebec native Jean-Marc Vallée. 
What was his approach to this film? 

A: “He had this kind of ferocious passion for this girl and for this love 
she had for Albert. And he had a real rock-star approach to her and 
wanted her to be the rebellious girl that nobody knew about. Every- 
one knew about the stuck-up, mourning, repressed old lady, but no 
one knew about this girl who used to dance all night and she used to 
horse ride all day, she was incredibly, sort of, vivacious, and1 think he 
was really excited by that, that nobody knew that side of her. He had 
the most real approach and didn’t hold the period in too much rever- 
ence. And I think that’s really vital because period films can become 
stuffy and they distance people, who think they can’t possible iden- 
tify with those persons.” 


@:Theard Vallée played a lot of music on set. 

A: “Big on music, creating a very atmospheric set.... He would play 
Sigur Ros a lot. Have you heard of them? They’re an Icelandic band 
and they have quite a haunting, beautiful...umm...it’s very hard, hard, 
hard to place. It’s sort of a modern classic music and it’s beautiful.” 
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©: The film got some great reviews in Britain, and some not so 
great reviews. Do you think it’s always sensitive when you’re 
portraying the monarchy? 

A: “I think it’s a touchy subject for the British press. I think they are 
always going to bea bit tougher on period films because it’s sort of 
our ancestry in a way, so there’s more of an ownership of it. AndI 
think they’ve all read up and they know their stuff and I think that 
if you take a bit of poetic license with a film there’s a tendency to 
sort of hate that.... If you go too far one way and make it too con- 
temporary, people say, ‘Well, that’s not accurate.’ And if you go too 
far the other way and make it too tame, then people are bored.” 


Q: How did Vallée walk that line? 

A: “I think he found the love story rather than making it a histor- 
ical drama. And with a love story there will obviously be a bit of 
poetic license, which I’m sure some people won't agree with. I 
wasn’t surprised that there were going to be some people who 
would have their say about why they think the film didn’t work, 
and everyone’s entitled to an opinion as well. I mean, it’s com- 
pletely subjective. When I go see a film there are things I love and 
my friend will hate, and so it depends on how you respond to it.” 


@: What do you think Victoria would think of the film? 

A: [Laughing.] “It’s such a weird question. I hope she would have 
loved it. I think it must be strange for anyone watching a film 
that’s been made about them. I have no idea what that’s like. I 
think that must be a strange thing to see an actor play you.” @ 
ΙΣΤΙΨΨΥΥΨΥΥΨΨῚΨΟΥΨἉΨΨΤΙΙΥΨΨΥΨΥΨΎΨΟΨΨΦΨΨΥΜΤΒΟΨέῤ,ΨΥΦΨΨΙΙΙΙΨΥΨΨΥΨΨΨΟΥΤΥΨΨΦΨΥΨΙΨΙ 
Mathieu Chantelois is the editor of Famous Québec. 
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talks , into his hotel room. Strangely, he doesn’t seem worn out at all. 


about how Heath Ledg er’ ς death For his latest film, Plummer reunites with his Twelve Monkeys 


: director Terry Gilliam for The Imaginarium of Doctor Parnassus, the 
affected The I ma aaruiin of Doctor : film Heath Ledger was making when he died suddenly in January 
Parnassus, and w why the late star : of 2008. The film ends with the credit: “A Film From Heath Ledger 


isn "t re ally d e ad, anyway and Friends,” since Ledger’s buddies Johnny Depp, Jude Law and 


be ἡ ἘΓΕ 
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BY MATHIEU CHANTELOIS 


n the hallway of the Intercontinental Hotel during the 
Toronto International Film Festival the publicist for 
legendary actor Christopher Plummer is begging me 
to finish my interview as quickly as I can because 
“Mr. Plummer is exhausted and really wants to get out 
of here as soon as possible.” 

I’m expecting the worst from the actor who has a 
reputation for being a bit brusk. 

A few minutes later Plummer, who turns 80 this 
month, opens the door of his suite. With a huge smile 
and a velvet voice, the native Montrealer (his great- 
grandfather Sir John Abbott was Canada’s third 
prime minister) who is best known as Julie Andrews’ 
baron in The Sound of Music graciously welcomes me 
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Colin Farrell pitched in to finish the actor’s role. 

The story opens in contemporary London, where Plummer’s 
self-proclaimed doctor — or “old drunken magician,” as the actor 
describes his character — is putting on a pathetic slideshow for 
the inebriated folk pouring out ofthe bars. Run by Doctor Parnassus 
and a few other eccentrics (later joined by Ledger’s mysterious 
Tony), the travelling show does, however, boast a few impressive 
tricks, including a magic mirror that allows one to pass into an- 
other dimension — which is the plot device that allows Depp, Law 
and Farrell to play Ledger’s alter egos on the other side. 


What was your reaction when you read Terry Gilliam’s script? 

“I know him a little bit, and [his scripts] always need work be- 
cause he’s painted a marvellous character — he’s painted him and 
sketched him, even in the writing, you know, [but] it isn’t finished... 
What is finished, however, are his wonderful drawings...which he 
sent me in a wonderful bound book. I just looked at continued 
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>>> them and thought, that’s it, I don’t care what the script is, I’ll do it. 


That’s how he seduces you into doing his pictures.” 


@:How do you help Gilliam make those characters work? 

A: “When we read the piece — all of us, the whole cast read the piece 
out loud — we got to a certain point and I found myself saying, ‘I 
can’t go on because this is not going to work,’ and Terry would say, 
“Yeah, let’s go work on it.’” 


@: Does everybody talk to him like that, or do you have 
a special relationship with him? 
A: “I guess not the young guys. Heath would’ve spoken to him like that.” 


@Q: Was it hard for you to watch the film? 
A: “No, no, no. Why?” 


@: Heath Ledger, for one thing. 

A: “But we’d already got over that. You have to get over it. That had 
happened, there were several months before we were back at it 
again, [Gilliam] was trying to get the money, and the insurance com- 
panies were all going crazy. So there was time to get over Heath’s 
death and we had to, we had to go on. And the idea that the three 
guys [Depp, Law and Farrell] came in and did it was absolutely bril- 
liant because it was better than the original script.... And I think 
Heath would agree with that. But he’s on the screen anyway, so he’s 
not dead, he’s with us. He’s going to live on celluloid forever.” 


@: When you saw the final version, was it what you expected? 

A: “I was pleasantly surprised. I’m never afraid of Terry’s wonderful 
cinematic touch that he has. I was just worried, slightly, about the 
storyline because we always were. But that was cleared up, it was 
much clearer. It was beautifully edited so that it made it clear.” 
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Left: Heath Ledger and 


Lily Cole in The Imaginarium 


of Doctor Parnassus 
Below: The Doctor’s 
travelling sideshow 


@: What’s the biggest change in the way we make films today 
compared to the way that you made films in the beginning? 

A: “Oh my God, it’s a totally different world. Independent movies 
are terrific yet they’re having a terrible time raising money. I’m 
going to do three now, three little ones, that could be, one of them 
in particular, could be an award-winning kind of movie. But to 
raise the money in this market for an independent film...” 


@: Are you a nostalgic person? 

A: “Yeah, I’m nostalgic about things that we will never see again, 
that I saw, like good manners, grace, nuance, subtlety, we don’t 
have it anymore, most people don’t know what it is. So I’m glad 
that I lived through that period because that was another world, 
totally, and of course it reflects the cinema, it reflects the arts, and 
nowit’s just a bulldozer, so there’s a sadness about it. But I love my 
work, and the work goes on and there’s always somebody who 
will appreciate what you're trying to do.” 5 

AIMAA HALLO DADO 
Mathieu Chantelois is the editor of Famous Québec. 
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Think Guy Ritchie’s take on Sherlock Holmes 
pushes the boundaries? Star Robert Downey Jr. 
Says no way. In fact, he and Ritchie combed the 
source material looking for clues about the 
supersleuth’s true nature es ΒΥ Kevin WILLIAMSON 


or Hollywood, it’s elementary. Take a cultural 
icon, pump him up with flash, action and star 
power, and before you can say “sequel” a 
new franchise is branded. 

Cynical? Maybe. But given the eagerness 
of studios to exploit recognizable characters, 
it’s no wonder Sir Arthur Conan Doyle’s loy: 
alists are cautious at best, skeptical at worst, 
about the latest film based on the author’s 
indomitable supersleuth: the simply titled, 
elaborately staged Sherlock Holmes. 

Set in Victorian England, but otherwise a world apart from the 
stuffy, droll setting we usually associate with Holmes, this new 
action-adventure stars Robert Downey Jr. — a quippy American 
actor with an ironic modernistic streak the size of the Thames — as 
Doyle’s dry master of deduction and Jude Law as an uncommonly 
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comely Dr. Watson (or as Downey dubbed him during filming 
“Hotson — the hot Watson”). 

Further adding to the fretting of devotees? That this Holmes is 
helmed by Guy Ritchie — ἃ director known for such rabble-rousing 
crime yarns as Snatch, as well as for marrying (and divorcing) 
Madonna — and produced by Joel Silver, whose less-than-delicate 
credits include The Matrix, Lethal Weapon and Predator. And sure 
enough, so far the trailers have courted the youth vote, under- 
scoring the movie’s explosions, fist fights, narrow escapes anda 
fetchingly outfitted Rachel McAdams. Moreover, the same mar- 
keting campaign has also made clear that this Holmes is a grungy, 
rough-hewn man of action. 

Blasphemous? Not at all, insists Downey, who believes his 
Holmes is actually truer to Doyle’s original intention than the 
version to which audiences have become accustomed over the 
past century. continued > 
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From left: Jude Law, Guy Ritchie and Robert Downey Jr. on the set of Sherlock Holmes. Below: Downey and Rachel McAdams 


>>> “My take is what the puritans would expect if the puritans know 
what they’re talking about, that is,” says 44-year-old Downey during 
an interview at San Diego’s Comic-Con. “Several of the most surprising 
things right off the bat are that many of the oft-associated props have 
never appeared in the novels or short stories. He never wore a deer- 
stalker cap, except maybe once for a minute. But even then it was 
described differently. And even the long pipe was something [actor 
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William] Gillette used to obscure his face on stage.... So we just 
went back as much as we could, without being reverent beyond 
repair, to how Doyle explained the characters.” 

Says screenwriter Lionel Wigram, “Typically, everybody looks 
perfect [in previous Holmes films]. Everybody looks like they 
stepped out of a tableau. And what we tried to do was make it 
more real. Sherlock Holmes has stubble. He’s a character who 
spends two weeks lying on his couch between cases so probably 
he hasn’t had a bath and he hasn't shaved.” 

Although this may not be the typical Holmes, fans should take 
some comfort in producer Silver’s assurance that “it’s not Wild 
Wild West.” He’s speaking, of course, of the notorious Will Smith 
bomb that badly blended futuristic effects into a period setting. 
Instead, Silver says, Ritchie and Downey went back to the books in 
a search for authenticity. 

“They’re the best lines you’d ever want to say,” says Downey, 
confirming that he combed Doyle’s text for inspiration. “There’s a 
million of them. I always thought Doyle was an amazing, amazing 
writer and storyteller, but I didn’t know how great he was until I 
was reaching out to find quotes and things he had said or descrip- 
tions he’d said.” 

In the movie, Holmes — who bare-knuckle boxes when not 
foiling criminal masterminds — must unravel a conspiracy by an 
occultist named Blackwood (Mark Strong) even as he contends 
with his combative romantic foil Irene Adler (McAdams), and a 
contentious partnership with Watson. “It’s when continued > 
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Jude Law’s Watson (left) and 4 
Robert Downey Jr.'s Holmes enjoy | 
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>>> people are so close they almost can’t stand each other, but they can’t 
stand on their own two feet without each other,” Downey says of the 
Holmes/Watson dynamic. “That’s what we really felt.” 
So it’s fitting that it was Downey who courted Law, the British star 
of The Talented Mr. Ripley and Alfie. And it turned out that no hard sell 
was Necessary. 
“We just started talking as two serious actors about what would 
need to happen to make this work as a piece of straight drama.... We 
became really close really quick because we just rolled up our sleeves 
and started working.... Jude is so the right arm of this movie.” 
So much so that McAdams has joked that the film’s love story is 
actually between its two male leads. Not that she’s complaining. 
For the London, Ontario, native best-known for such estrogen- 
driven romantic dramas as The Notebook and The Time Traveller’s Wife, 
Sherlock Holmes gives her a chance to show she can be one of the boys. 
“She’s a really fun character because she’s quite different from a 
lot of women at that time,” McAdams, also at Comic-Con, says of 
Adler. “She’s really her own person. She’s a free spirit and she’s a 
woman of the night and the underworld, so she’s very acrobatic and 
she’s travelled all over the world, so there’s lots to play there.” 
Even if, McAdams confesses, “I’m a total girly-girl. I was in heaven 
being dressed from the head down. The costumes are incredible 
real corsets, totally cinched in. I’d try to push my belly out when they’d 
come in the morning to strap me in. It was really out ofGone Withthe : 
Wind, with me holding on to the trailer door and just trying toeek : into Hollywood’s upper echelon of blockbuster directors; there 
out a little bit of space so I can speak properly. But they’d manage to : is already talk a second Holmes outing may star Ritchie’s Snatch 
squeeze me in everyday. They’d try to get me to laugh and onthe : cohort Brad Pitt as nemesis Moriarty. 
laugh, they’d yank. But it was fun to be that authentic, to be really : Yet Downey expresses no symptoms of franchise fatigue. 
dropped right into the period.” : “Sherlock Holmes, in particular, has been such a life-changing 
For all involved, though, there is much at stake. For Downey, if : experience — the act of researching it, making it,” he says. “I’m 
Sherlock Holmes is a hit, he will find himself anchoring two lucrative : down for the cause.” [5 
series: this and the ongoing Iron Man saga (the second installment of ἢ {|| KOLO 
which arrives in May). For Ritchie, it’s an opportunity tobe ushered : Kevin Williamson is a Calgary-based movie columnist for Sun Media. 
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ho doesn’t love 
a good makeover? We know Tyra 
certainly does. Every new cycle of 
America’s Next Top Model brings the 
infamous makeover episode 

(still missing your eyebrows, Erin?). 
As much fun as it is to watch, such 
extreme transformations are best 
left to Tyra’s sweet TV guinea pigs. 

We prefer the sort of dramatic 
change that can be washed off 
before bed. Which is why we love 
holiday party season. When 
else is such over-the-top sparkle 
encouraged? In fact you can look 
downright Scrooge-like if you refuse 
to get your glitter on at this festive 
time of year. 

For an inspirational fantasy 
look, take your cues from our Shu 
Uemura model who pulls off great 
drama (those lashes!) but still looks 
softly romantic. How? With glowy 
skin, shiny, not too “done” hair and 
one carefully chosen, eye-catching 
flourish. These custom Shu Uemura 
Snow Twist Lashes feature frosted 
pink teardrop crystals ($95, 

Holt Renfrew) if you’re feeling 
particularly dramatic and are 
handy with eyelash glue. 

If not, get some impact with 
silver eye pencil (the Joe Fresh 
Beauty eye crayon is only $6). 

A touch of silver makeup is easy 

to use and wearable, but remember 
— apply highlights sparingly to 
avoid looking like the Tin Man 
from The Wizard of Oz. 

Silver accessories are the fastest — 
way to round out your party-ready 
ensemble. A pair of silver flats, a 
triple-layer snowflake necklace, 
crystal-tipped bobby pins nestled in 
your hair — instant oomph. 

Now tuck a sparkly lip gloss into 
a shiny evening bag and turn the 
season into the costume drama it 
was meant to be. Happy Holidays. 
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($16, The Body Shop) mixes subtle shimmer and 
out-there sparkle to wake up bare lips or adda 
layer of holiday cheer to your favourite lip colour. 


Oversized jewels 
take the basic 
($38, Payless) from demure 
to gutsy. 


Acut with celebrity stylist Sally Hershberger is an 
eye-popping $800, but her 
($12, Shoppers Drug Mart) makes 
your hair glossier than a shampoo model’s. 


The sweet ruffles on the 
($30, Old Navy) 
and a whole lot of bare skin is the 
perfect party combo. 


The effervescent floral of Marc Jacobs’ modern 
classic ($102, Holt Renfrew) 
comes dressed up for the season ina gleaming, 
limited-edition bottle. 


Undo the top button of your basic daytime 
white shirt, add the three sparkling rows of jewels 
in this ($24, Forever 21) 
and you're ready for the party. 


Apply your own custom-blended colour to 
illuminate cheeks, eyes and décolletage with 
($20, 
exclusively at Shoppers Drug Mart). 


Scatter crystal snowflakes in your hair 
and hold your ’do in place with 


($10.50 for two, Shoppers Drug Mart). 


($32, Aldo] has gleam to spare 
and room for your lip gloss, phone 
and cab fare home. 
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PC, PS3, XBOX 


here have always been World War Il-themed videogames 
Alot of them. And there are certain rules that MUST 
be observed. Games must star either a lone-wolf 
commando single-handedly winning the war, or a 
grizzled sergeant leading a baby-faced band of 
brothers to hell and back. More importantly, the 
experience must pay homage to the sacrifices of the 
Greatest Generation, with corn-fed American boys 
fighting for duty, honour, God, mom and apple pie. 

The Saboteur gets it all wrong. Thank goodness. 

Trapped in Paris when the Germans arrive, beefy Irish racecar driver 
Sean Devlin is mostly ignoring the war in favour of booze, fast cars and 
faster women. But after a wrenching personal loss, our tough street- 
smart vows to do whatever he can to aggravate the Third Reich. 
Undertaking a campaign of sabotage, his missions blend stealth 
with over-the-top action: hijacking vehicles, imploding bridges, 
assassination and even blowing up a zeppelin. 

One of the very few open-world, go-anywhere WW II games, the cobbled 
streets and gothic spires of 1940s Paris are faithfully recreated, but 
with a twist: as Devlin’s quest begins, the city is rendered in stylized 
black and white. But as he commits ever greater acts of defiance, 
resistance to the Nazis grows, and vibrant colours return to the city. 

So does our reluctant hero ever warm to his patriotic duty? Hardly. 
Through it all, Devlin’s only true loyalty is to his beloved base of 
operations: the Belle de Nuit cabaret and brothel, and he never loses 
sight of the small picture: bloody revenge. 
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The Inglourious Basterds of World War II games 


BY SCOTT GARDNER 


Rogue Warrior 


Here’s a rarity — a first-person 


shooter based on a living, 


breathing person: legendary 
American badass Richard “Demo 
Dick” Marcinko, counterterrorism 


specialist, founder of the 


US Navy’s SEAL Team Six anda 
best-selling author. Set in 1986, 
Demo Dick (voiced by Mickey 
Rourke) is alone behind enemy 
lines, foiling a nuclear plot by 
North Korea and the USSR. 
RELEASE DATE: DECEMBER 1 
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of Zel 
Tracks 
Zeldahero Link returns 

n this highly anticipated 
adventure. This time he 
voyages from dungeon to 
dungeon by train, and his 
new weapons include the 
Whirlwind, activated by 
blowing into the DS’s 


: Spirit 


microphone. But please — 


don’t do it on the bus 
during flu season. 
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YOUR MONTHLY DOSE OF MOVIE TRIVIA 


Tobey Maguire and Jake Gyllenhaal 
play siblings in the war drama 
Brothers. Which actor is 
Gyllenhaal’s real-life brother-in-law? 


S| RR ] ι! Sh ( : Tom Ford makes his directing debut 


with this month’s A Single Man, 
which has already earned rave 
reviews on the festival circuit. 
What is Ford’s other profession? 


Which well-known actor once 
again voices the rodent Alvin in this 
month's Alvin and the Chipmunks: 
The Squeakquel? 


Earn up to - Fo. Ὡς ΩΝ 


Canadian director Jason Reitman 


with the purchase of select SIRIUS Satellite Radio bundles. τι 


ip " 


Up in the Air. What was Reitman’s 
last feature film to hit theatres ? 


SCEN F mem bers get In the Nelson Mandela bio-pic 

: Invictus, Mandela is played by an 
: actor you might not associate with 
soap operas; but in the 1980s he 
had roles on both Another World 
and Ryan's Hope. Name that actor. 


Steve Martin plays Meryl Streep’s 
suitor in /t’s Complicated. |n the 
1970s and’80s, when Martin was 
known more for his stand-up than 


his acting, he wore the same outfit 
| : whenever he was on stage. 
" = : Describe that outfit. 


Sarah Jessica Parker and Hugh Grant 
play a married couple on the outs in 
Did You Hear About the Morgans ? In 
real-life SJP has had several high- 
profile relationships. With which of 


MOVIE the following men has she not been 
S | R [ U ς᾽ : involved — Robert Downey Jr., 


5 . LOVERS ‘Cuba Gooding Jr., John Kennedy Jr.? 
SATELLITE RADIO : Ae 
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HOROSCOPE FOR DECEMBER 2009 ®& BY DAN LIEBMAN 


τ ." 


Amanda Seyfried 


SIGN: Sagittarius 


BORN: December 3, 1985 
WHERE: Allentown, Pennsylvania 


sagittarius 
November 22 * December 22 
You start to see the results of a 
plan you launched early in the 
year. A friend introduces you 

to a new interest that will prove 
profitable over the coming 
months. For a harmonious 
holiday season, mediate feuds 
as early in the month as possible. 


Capricorn 
December 23 * January 20 
There are two full moons this 
month — the 2nd and the 31st 
So it’s not surprising that you 
encounter more than your share 
of odd behaviour. But you also 
meet someone who's highly 
sophisticated. It’s important to 
reflect on the past 12 months. 


Aquarius 

January 21 Ἃ February 19 
You receive overdue recognition 
for a job done earlier in the year. 
After a lengthy search, you find an 
interest you're passionate about. 
Avoid playing the blame game. 
It’s time to mend a break witha 
friend or relative, even if it means 
making the first two moves. 


Pisces 

February 20 * March 20 
Think things through before 
contacting someone from your 
past. Do you really want that 
person back in your life? 
You’re finally able to get out 
of an awkward arrangement. 
The holiday rush gives you 
good energy. 


‘ini 


Aries 

March 21 Ἃ April 20 
Arecent gesture — perhaps 
something as modest asa 
thank-you note — puts you ina 
VIP’s good books. You’re more 
certain about where a new 
relationship is headed, but 
don’t rush into any decisions. 


Taurus 

April 21 Ἃ May 22 

You can be taken advantage of 
early in the month. Be cautious 
around the 10th, when someone 
tries to talk you into working for 
free. Things change after the 
15th, when you're the recipient 
of other people’s generosity. 


Gemini 

May 23 Ἃ June 21 

The first two weeks of the month 
are professionally rewarding. 
Then, between the 17th and 
24th, you can be easily 
infatuated or manipulated. 


Concer 

June 22 Ἃ July 22 

Your early-month report card 
could read, “Does not play well 
with others.” As December 
progresses, however, you 
become less competitive 

and much more popular. 


Leo 

July 23 %& August 22 

You come to the rescue this 
month, and in one case save 
a loved one from a major 
embarrassment. Be cautious 
about discussing finances, 
especially after the 21st. 


Virgo 

August 23 »%* September 22 
The only thing worse than being 
talked about is not being talked 
about. That’s not your worry. 
Expect to soon hear about a 
promotion, a reunion and anew 
project — all involving you and 
being chatted about now. A 
relationship is less tense after 
the 21st. 


Libra 

September 23 Ἃ October 22 
Acontrary streak surfaces. If 
told to lose weight, for example, 
you run out and buy an éclair. 
An acquaintance shifts gears 
around the 21st, moving from 
attentive to clingy. You have 

an outstanding opportunity 

to learn a new skill. 


Scorpio 
October 23 %& November 21 
Read the writing on the wall 
and ask tough questions. If 
someone's in trouble — 
financially or emotionally — 
it could affect you. Pausing to 
take inventory of all the good 
things in your life will help to 
start 2010 on a positive note. 
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We asked you... 


Which movie’s ending 
disappointed 


OUR READERS HAVE THEIR SAY you the most? 


--" CC Sweeney Todd. 
Sweeney + Lovett is 


‘ > supposed to equal true 
: j loveand sexytimes, 
A / 


notathroat-slitting (ὡς 
fest/human barbecue. 9 


—Louise Macmillan, Toronto, Ont. 


You told us... 


Dare I say Casablanca? ἢ Julie &Julia.isowanted ᾿ Signs. Aliens who are ; The Proposal. 

I think everyone ἶ JulietomeetjJuliaorat ᾿ allergic ἴο water Ην 100 ᾿ The whole movie 
wishes Bogie never put : least be acknowledged ina : million light years to a planet : was against them being 
Ingrid Bergman on that plane. : positive way by Julia for all : thatismadeupof70 percent =: engaged, and inthe end 
Couldn't he and Louis : thehardworkshehaddone. | water and attempt a hostile : they suddenly fall for each 
have shared a beautiful : walked out of there ᾿ takeover. Gimme a break! ᾿ other. So unoriginal! 
friendship had she : feeling cheated and : ‘STOP SPLASHING ME, : [Ryan Reynolds] should 
stayed? I think so! : let down. : IT HURTS!’ : have ended up 
—Sabrina Lemire-Rodger, ; —Diane Francis, ἰ —Kevin Thomas, Montreal, Que. ἶ with his ex, not 
Kitchener, Ont. : New Sarepta, Alta. : : Sandra Bullock! 


—Tracy Perkston, 
Hamilton, Ont. 


NEXT QUESTION: What’s your choice for 2009’s best picture? 


27 ANSWER ONLINE at Cineplex.com/famouslastwords 


Allresponses must be entered by December 31st. Look for the answers to this question in the February issue. Responses may be edited for length and clarity. 
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THE 2010 PRIUS. CANADA'S MOST FUEL-EFFICIENT CAR’ 


With a combined fuel consumption of just 3.8L/100km; the all-new 
Prius leads the most fuel-efficient passenger car lineup in Canada’ 


*Euel consumption estimates based upon approved Transport Canada Test Methods (VFEIS). Actual results may vary. 
t Based on most recent Transport Canada calculated CAFC New Passenger Car Fleet Data 


@ TOYOTA 


make things better 


toyota.ca 
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